[The role of simultaneous chemotherapy and radiotherapy in the treatment of locally metastasised tumours of the larynx, pharynx and oral cavity].
In The Netherlands each year there are 2300 new patients with a squamous-cell carcinoma of the larynx, pharynx and oral cavity, and of these, one-third has a locally regionally advanced tumour. An operation can then lead to an unacceptable loss of function, whilst radiotherapy alone has no effect on survival. Compared to radiotherapy alone, the combination of radiotherapy and chemotherapy containing cisplatin, when administered simultaneously, produces a higher percentage of patients with loco-regional control and a higher 3-year survival percentage. This improvement in treatment results is accompanied by an increased acute toxicity.